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Roles and Duties

The Office of the Commissioner of Political Practices
monitors and enforces:

Campaign practices
Campaign finance disclosure
Lobbying disclosure

Business interest disclosure of statewide and state district candidates,
elected state officials, and state department directors

Ethical standards of conduct for legislators, public officers, and state
employees, and

 Investigates legitimate complaints that arise concerning any of the
foregoing.
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Statutory Auth‘“c;r‘ity

@ + Code of Ethics
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N + Campaign
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Funding and Revenue Information

*100% of COPP budget comes from General Fund

*COPP Generates a small amount of revenue from printing &
distribution, civil fines for violations and lobbyist filing fees
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Goals

® Programmatic

» Significantly reduce docket
backlog

» Enhance electronic
services to increase use by
candidates, committees
and lobbyists

e Budgetary

* Increase base to more
accurately reflect actual
costs

"THE NEW PRODUCTIVITY
GOALS ARE HERE."
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Obstales

« Existing backlog of complaints on docket
* Increasing number & complexity of
complaints

+ Recent Supreme Court ruling leaving the
general public confused about ramifications of
the Citizens United decision.

« Subsequent increased legal costs with
contracted counsel.
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LFD Issue -

Consistently high legal
costs

Both the number of complaints and the
number of complex, time and labor
intensive investigations have increased
substantially since 2002.

Formal complaints have increased
nearly 375% from 5 years ago.

Nationally and here in Montana,
interest in campaign finance laws and
adherence thereto has peaked. This is
due in large part to the Citizens United
ruling on a national level and
subsequent lawsuit against Western
Tradition Partnership.
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Actual legal Supplemental DP HB 2

Difference

expenditure (OTO/Bien) | (OTO/Bien)

*all numbers in thousands
**note that FY11 is only half complete, and already virtually the entire legal budget has been spent
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* Docket of 57 pending complaints
* 271% last year’s load
* Dating back to January, 2008
* Dangerously close to statute of limitations

e Significant complexity requiring retained counsel to legal
analysis and application of precedent rulings
* 4 major lawsuits
» Montana Republican Party v. Schweitzer
+ Western Tradition Partnership v. COPP and Bullock (WTPI)
« Western Tradition Partnership v. COPP and Bullock (WTP II)
» Montana Shrugged v. COPP, Bullock, and Paxinos

¢ 12.8% of budget left for 50% of our Fiscal Year
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Decision Package
Options

Option 1 is the only feasible
solution to an ongoing increase in
not only the number of complaints
but also the complexity and
likelihood of formal court
proceedings.
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